
Dear readers of CDD, 

A few of you have been kind enough to approach me with comments and suggestions regarding “Dare to Be Rare”.  

Every question is appreciated, and I have some new ideas thanks to those individuals who took the time to give them!  

One thing I would like to explain is the structure of the column.  The majority of all breed standards are written based 

on  relatively simple explanations and general descriptions, and as such I have decided to omit comparisons or defini-

tions of such things unless they are unique to that variety.  The material presented is, for the most part, breed specific 

and is offered in the spirit of enhancing the readers’ appreciation of the chosen topic.  The reference notations pro-

vided at the end of each article are to give readers a push in the direction of further study, and it is my fervent wish 

judges and fanciers will take their own initiative in order to advance their knowledge of these fine and honourable 

breeds. 

The Shikoku Ken—A Venerable Japanese Dog 
A native of Kochi Prefecture on the Japanese island of Shi-
koku—and even today sometimes referred to as the “Kochi—
ken”, or ‘dog of Kochi’ - the Shikoku has long proved to be an 
able hunter of wild deer, boar and other game.  Individuals of 
this Spitz type have been documented in art and literature for 
well over a thousand years, proving and important component 
of the family who owned one.  The breed proved both his met-
tle and value by putting food on the table, and the most able 
specimens were held 

In the highest respect.  Dogs were trained by one of two meth-
ods: in ‘Hoe—dome’ the dog barked the prey to ‘stand’ in the 
manner of the Karelian Bear Dog or Norwegian Elkhound, 
while ‘Kame—dome’ referred to the dog worrying and biting 
at the cornered animal until the hunter arrived.  These meth-
ods required an animal to have endless stamina, high intelli-
gence, and a sixth sense regarding the actions of the quarry.  
A lever head was also essential, as was a limitless tolerance to 
pain and discomfort, and a fierce devotion to the master. 



Two top quality 
specimens of 
Shikokus 

The Shikoku owes its pedigree to three distinct lines: Hata, 
Honkawa and Awa. 
 
Founding the Hata line was ‘Gomago’, who was born in 
1934.  He obtained a Best in Show title in 1940.  The prin-
ciple elements of the Hata animals included a generally 
heavier, stockier build and thick, more profuse coats.  
Skulls tended to be broad and ears were tidy and small, but 
counterbalancing these virtues were the faults of longer 
coat, inferior eye colour and shape, and ponderous move-
ment.  The flip side of the coin was evidenced by the Hon-
kawa strain, whose foundation dog ‘Choushungo’ was also 
born in the same year.  These dogs were characterized by 
light, flawless movement, long, strong limbs with excellent 
angulation, good ear set and correct eye colour.  Their outer 
coats were harsh and weatherproofing, but they lacked the 
protective undercoat of the Hata animals.  Honkawa Shi-
koku also tended to a slender, more elegant build, which 
corrupted the impression of ‘Sobuku’, but ultimately it ws 
this strain that was t o influence the direction of the breed as 
we know it today.  In 1937, shortly before the outbreak of 
World War II, the Japanese government declared the Shi-
koku a Living National Monument.  It was also during this 
decade that the breed was characterized as Shiba Inu, or 
‘medium dog’, joining the brindle Kai, Ainu and snow—
white Kishu varieties.  All of these breeds were and still 
are, hunting spitzes, differentiated mainly but their colour.  
The desired height for the Shikoku is 17– 21 inches, or if 
you prefer, 52 cms/dogs and 46 cms/bitches, with a rand of 
+/- 3 cms. 
 
To what would prove its great fortune, the relative isolation 
in which the Shikoku lived enabled it to escape much of the 
war’s ravages.  With pockets of purebred examples to work 
with there was no need to introduce the blood of other 
breeds, as was the case in many other nations.   

Unfortunately, however, the Awa line of dogs was to virtu-
ally disappear during this time.   
 
Today, the Shikoku is still much valued in his homeland as a 
versatile and determined hunter with approximately ninety 
per cent of all dogs  being used for this purpose.  A minority 
find their way into the show ring.  In Canada his appeal is 
broader, the majority have found new occupations as house 
pets, while more and more are entering conformation events.  
Breeders in this country hope to expand that repertoire, and 
to eventually use this intelligent and cunning animal in such 
sports as tracking and obedience. 
 
The Shikoku in Canada  
 
It I possible the Shikoku might never have entered Canadian 
show rings were it not for the interest of Katja Weber.  Born 
in Germany, Weber expressed her love of northern breeds by 
breeding, racing and exhibiting Siberian Huskies.  In 1989 
she found it necessary to move into a more urban environ-
ment, and subsequently downscaled to the Shiba Inu.  By 
1995 Weber had married and moved to Canada, bringing her 
dogs with her. 
 
Two years later, on a visit to the United States, she was 
shown a video of the Nikonken Hozonkai (NIPPO) specialty 
show for native Japanese breeds, and was instantly smitten 
with the Shikoku.  Undeterred by the difficulties presented in 
getting specimens out of Japan, Weber persevered and was 
eventually rewarded by the discovery of  a kennel in the 
Netherlands.  Establishing contact was the next step, and by 
February 2000 she had brought the first Shikokus to North 
America,  Imiko-Seium v.c. Egmato (“Mike”) and Nanashi-
hime v.d. Egmato (“Nellie”) were not bred as they were lit-
termates, but they were shortly joined by half sister Yana-
Nanako v.d. Egmato (“Yana”).  Excited by her progress, We-
ber initiated talks in 2001 with both Agriculture Canada and 
the Canadian Kennel Club, shortly thereafter the breed was 
granted Miscellaneous status. 

Weber’s first Shikoku Imiko-Seium v.c. Egmato “Mike” 

Tragically, Katja was to lose Nellie in 2002, when visiting 
Amsterdam for that years’ World Winner show.  Not easily 
defeated, she turned to veteran breed  expert Chieko Sugi-
yama, who enabled Weber to obtain the five year old bitch 
Retsu Go Sanuki Nagatosow from Japan.  A solid friendship-
was forged between the two women, with Sugiyama-san as-
sisting with the import of several more dogs. 


